Faculty Teaching Award

Thispast year Marc Richard was honored with the Bassett teaching award. Each year the Bassett teaching award isgivento
the attending whom the chief classfeels has had the greatest impact on resident training. Considering the sheer number of
gifted surgeonsthat exist in the orthopaedic department at Duke, should signify just how special of an honor thisaward really
isfor Dr Richard to receive.

Thechief classstarted our residency 5 yearsago. At the sametime, wewerestarting our training, Dr Richard wasbeginning
his career asan orthopaedic attending at Duke University. He had just completed hishand and upper extremity fellowship at
Duke, and luckily for us, he made the decision to stay on asafaculty member here. From thefirst day of hispractice, he has
been an incredibleresourcefor al of us, and hasbeen sointegral in our training.

| can remember thefirst timel had an encounter with thisattending. | wasan intern working in the emergency room and had
just examined apatient with awrist fracture. Asl rehearsed my presentation and called him expecting him to be upset with me
for interrupting him during abusy clinic, he calmly answered the phone and listened patiently as| told him about the patient.
Not only did helisten, he also went on to take the next 15 minutesto teach meall sorts of valuablelearning points about the
patient’ sinjury and treatment plan right over the phone. He ended the conversation saying ‘ Great job. Call meanytime.’” Every
one of my co-chiefshas had similar experiences starting with their first encounters with Dr Richard. He has been the most
patient and approachabl e educator for al of usover the past 5years.

When you ask the nurses or patientsabout Dr Richard, heisknown to them asthe doctor who always smiles. Evenwhenit
isaholiday, and when he comesin to the hospital to spend countless hours attempting to replant apatients hand in the wee
hours of the morning, he comesin smiling and sitsdown with the goal to teach. Heisawaysin apositive mood. He always
putsresident education asthe number one priority of hisjob.

Dr Richardisthe attending you can ask any orthopaedic question to, no matter how basic. Instead of making youfeel silly
for asking, he makesyou feel smarter then you really are. Even when heisnot on call, he constantly isanswering cell phone
callsfrom both residents and former fellows regarding patient careissues and cases.

Dr Richard comes to so many educational conferences, even when they aren’t hand or upper extremity focused. He
consistently showsup on Monday morningsat our traumaboard at 6 AM, despitethefact that hehasaclinic all theway across
town. Hecomesto our Thursday morning conferences, and isat Wednesday night anatomical dissectionsand grand rounds. Of
course, heisat the hand conferences each week aswell on both Tuesday and Friday mornings. He doesall of thispurely by
choice, in order to educate residents. He has constantly been therefor all of us.

From apersonal note, thisattending has|left such animpact on me, that heinspired meto go into hand and upper extremity
surgery. He hasa so been ahugeinfluence onwhy | stayed at Dukefor fellowship. For this, | amforever grateful. Infact, inthe
past year’ schief class, 3 of 8 chiefshave chosento gointo hand, which | feel isdueinlarge part to hisinfluence and teaching.
Not only do | consider him agreat attending, | consider him arole model and afriend.

Onthe dukewebsite, you will find ashort biography on thisvery humble surgeon, where heindicatesthat when it comesto
patient care, hetriesto treat each patient the way hetreats hisown family. Having had him take care of not only my neighbor
and my personal family members, | know that thisstatement isvery true.

It was agreat honor for the chief class of 2012 to present the Bassett teaching award to Dr Marc Richard. We hopethis
award can expressto him afraction of the respect and appreciation we all havefor him. Dr Richardisnot only anincredible
surgeon and educator but al so atremendous person.

Dan Wartinbeembp
Fellow, Duke Hand and Microvascular Surgery
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